
 

EDITOR'S PICK

Airport to host pilot training
By EMILY SHAPIRO emily.shapiro@register-news.com  Jul 13, 2016  

NEXT UP

MVTHS eyes bus routes

MT. VERNON — The Mt. Vernon Outland Airport has been selected by AIRGO Incorporated, located in Centralia, to train Chinese students to fly
commercial planes, according to Chris Collins, the airport director.

“I'm excited,” Collins said. “It's an opportunity for the airport and it's a big economic opportunity for the region.”

The airport will be a satellite operations base for AIRGO, which trains students from India and China for work in their respective countries' airlines.

“The owners of AIRGO would like to see 200 students per year in Southern Illinois,” Collins stated. “Since this number is far too many for any one of
our airports to handle on its own, the owners of AIRGO reached out to the Mt. Vernon Outland Airport to play a part in AIRGO's expansion plans.”

According to Collins, about 20 male Chinese students will train for 14 months in single engine planes and then will progress to twin engine planes which
can range from two seat Cessna 152's to Beechcraft KingAir Turbos.

At the end of their training, and to graduate, the students must complete the curriculum with 20 hours of high altitude, twin turboprop training.

The students are expected to start on Monday, Aug. 1.

“When this opportunity materialized, we appointed a committee consisting of (Federal Aviation Administration) Designated Pilot Examiner Leland
Widick, Certified Flight Instructor Steve Willis, Jefferson County Development Corporation Director Jon Hallburg, international businessman and pilot
Larry Hicks and Chris Collins to study the pros and cons. After several meetings, it was the consensus of the committee that this is a fantastic
opportunity for Mt. Vernon Outland Airport, the City of Mt. Vernon, Jefferson County and Southern Illinois,” stated Airport Board Chairman Mike
Ancona.

Information provided by Collins states the students are vetted by AIRGO, the U.S. State Department and the Transportation and Security
Administration.

AIRGO's Mt. Vernon satellite will operate out of the Koziara Terminal in Suites 131 and Suite A off the lobby.
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Mt. Vernon Register-News Events
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Senior Circle Bingo
Mount Vernon City | Mount Vernon, IL

THU
11

Live From The Atrium
Mount Vernon City | Mount Vernon, IL

SAT
13

Ice Cream Social
Jefferson County H... | Mount Vernon, IL
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AUG
27

Ha Ha Tonka
Hangar 9 | Carbondale, IL

 

ADVERTISERS
FORD SQUARE of Mt. Vernon LTD.
FUND RAISING BANQUET
King City Chrysler
Newell FURNITURE & GIFTS
PRESLEY TOURS
REND LAKE COLLEGE
Reva Riley
SCHMIDT Chevrolet Cadillac of Mt. Vernon
The Jefferson County Extension Office and 4-H
Organization
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MVTHS Final Walk-Through

Most Popular

Woman charged in Wal-Mart attack

Gym name causes stir

Music video shot at Changnon Gym

School responds to gym issue

Citizens hold Changnon rally

This Week's Circulars

Danny Hughes Heating and Cooling Replace or
Repair&amp;Handyman Work 618-316-2398 ...more>>

Taping&amp;Finishing Drywall Texturing of all kinds Repair
Work&amp;Painting 33 Years ...more>>

Best Prices&amp;Service in The Area! Crossroads Cleaning Co. Inc
(Est. 28 yrs) â�¢House ...more>>

Rightnowar Appliance Repair All major Appliances and A/C units
Evening appt. avail. EPA ...more>>

Will clean your Home or Office Dependable, Reliable and Honest Will
give FREE Quotes ...more>>

Tip-Top Tree Service â�¢Tree Removal â�¢Cleanup Free Estimates
Jack Heinrich 316-9170 ...more>>

Salem Vacuum Cleaners in Mt. Vernon by Steak N Shake Sales,
service and repairs, all ...more>>

SUMMER IS HERE Wardâ��s Pressure Washing
Commercial&amp;Residential FULLY INSURED â�¢ ...more>>

Building Specials 24x40 $7,200 Erected Choice of Colors We also do
Concrete Work SBI ...more>>

RN Roofing Roofing, Rubber Roofing, Siding, New Construction 20
Yrs Exp. - Free ...more>>

Midwest Mufflers Factory Replacement or Full Custom Exhaust 618-
316-2554 ...more>>

Reidâ��s Tree Service - Trimming - Removal Free Estimates 618-
485-6197 ...more>>

Jerryâ��s Small Engines Service and Repair Mowers, Trimmers,
Chain saws, PWC Pick up and ...more>>

Topsoil for sale $125 242-4670 ...more>>

FOUNDATION REPAIR Termite or Rotten Joist Repair Floors
Leveled Leaking or Damaged ...more>>

SCOTT CLARKE CONSTRUCTION â�¢Complete Remodels -
Bathrooms, Kitchens â�¢Siding â�¢Roofs ...more>>

Retired Carpenter ALL TYPES OF HOME REPAIR â�¢Will repair
your home â�¢Metal Roofing ...more>>
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Peoples Bank cited $16.3M

Perkins project delayed

Benefit planned for state trooper

Weekly Record

Back to School Bash
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